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were both created by the Act of 1873,, which came into
force two years later. But the High Court, although
it discharges many of its functions at the Law Courts
in the Strand, is strictly speaking neither a place nor
even an assembly of judges—it is a list of judges, who
try cases either singly or in groups. For purposes of
criminal law administration they are at present eighteen
In number, headed by the Lord Chief Justice, and are
known as the King's Bench Division of the High
Court. The gravest crimes usually come before them
at assizes, which one or two judges, travelling one of
the eight circuits into which the country is divided,,
hold three times a year in most county towns and
other important or convenient centres. Petty juries
are employed as at quarter sessions, the main difference
lying in the fact that His Majesty's judge is empowered
to impose all sentences which the law may authorize.
In London, however, the business is too great to
be dealt with by the ordinary system of assizes, so a
Central Criminal Court has been instituted, which sits
almost continuously under a judge at the Old Bailey;
and cases from the provinces are sometimes transferred
to this court to escape local prejudice.
There is no general right of appeal against the
verdict given by a petty jury on the facts of a criminal
case. But three judges of the King's Bench Divisioa
sitting together constitute a Court of Criminal Appeal,
before which a convicted criminal (through his ad-
visers) may not only argue that the law in his case has
been misinterpreted, but may also ask leave to appeal
to the court upon the facts, on the ground that the
jury has acted on wrong information. Nevertheless>
the number of appeals to this court, except against
capital sentences, is not very large, because the court

